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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1967. 

The  health  of  the  town  remained  good  in  I967  and  there  are  no 
outstanding  features  to  report..  This  is  of  course  what  we  all  wish  for 
but  it  does  not  occur  without  a  constant  watch. on  the  environment  by  the 
Public  Health  Staff. 

The  sampling  of  water  supplies,'  ice  cream  and  milk,  the  watch  on 
hygiene  in  food  premises,  and  the  rehousing  of  persons  living  in  over¬ 
crowded  and  unsanitary  conditions  all  play  their  part  in  producing  a 
healthy  population. 

The  live  births  in  the  year  numbered  162. When  standardised  for 
comparison  with  the  live  births  in  England  and  Wales  a  figure  of  15.4 
births  per  thousnad  of  the  population  is  arrived  at,  compared  with  17.2 
births  per  thousand  population  in  England  and  Wales.  This  is  the  lowest 
birth  rate  for  the  past'  five  years. 

The  illegitimate  births  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  total 
births  amounted  to  6.2.  There  has  been  an  upward  trend  in  the  numbers 
illegitimate  births  in  the  past  7  years  but  this  has  not  been  main¬ 
tained  in  1967. 

Deaths  in  the  Borough  numbered  177  during  1967  compared  with  158 
during  1966.  When  standardised  for  comparison  with  deaths  in  England  and 
Wales  a  figure  of  11.4  deaths  per  thousand  population  is  obtained 
compared  with  11.2  deaths  per  thousand  population  in  England  and  Wales. 
When  the  standardised  death  rates  for  the  previous  seven  years  in  the 
Borough  are  examined  it  can  be  seen  that  there  has  been  no  significant 
change. 

Infant  d.eaths  i.e.  deaths  in  children  under  1  year  numbered  two, 
giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  .fox  the  Borough  of  12  per  thousand  live 
births.  This  compares  favourably  .with  the  figure  of  18.3  per  thousand 
live  births  for  England 'and  Wales. 

In  men,  Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart  stands  out  as  the  commonest 
cause  of  death,  while  in  women,  Cerebral  Vascular  Disease  (Strokes)  and 
Coronary  Disease  tie  for  equal  place. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  numbered  32  which  is  above  the  average 
for  the  previous  five  years  but  which  is  not  great  enough  to  be  of  any 
significance.  Out  of  the  total  of  177  deaths,  105  occurred  over  the  age 
of  75  years. 

There- were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease  but  1967  was 
an  epidemic  year  for  measles  and  207  cases  were  notified  in  the  Borough. 
This  may  well  be  the  last  of  the  big  measles  epidemic  years  now  that 
measles  vaccination  is  being  done  on  a  wide  scale  and  it  is  hoped  that 
many  of  the  rarer  but  nevertheless  serious  complications  of  measles  will 
be  eradicated. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  older  immunisation  procedures 
against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis  and  Smallpox 
must  be  continued  with  vigour  to  maintain  our  virtual  freedom  from  these 
complaints.  New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  numbered  only  one.  The 
average  for  the  past  five  years  being  5.8.  -  _ 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 
staff  for  their  devoted  work  through  the  year  and  also  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  LEE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  . . . . ... .  2,812 

Estimated  Population  . . . . .  11,470 

Density  of  population  per  acre  .  4.07 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  I.967 .  4,090 

Rateable  value  of  inhabited  houses  . . .  £207,230 

Product  of  penny  rate . . .  £1,350 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


(a)  Live 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

152 

77 

75 

Illegitimate 

10 

3 

7 

162 

80 

82 

1  '  t 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  for  Comparative  purposes 

(Comparability  Factor  1.09) 

14.1 

15. ^ 

Illegitimate  Live 

Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  1 

births) 

6.2 

(b)  Still  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population:  .34 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births:  24 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births:  -  166 

DEATHS  (All  Ages)  Total  Male  Female 

177  90  87 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population:  13.4 

Standardised  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  0.74)  11.4 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate  1.02 


INFANT  DEATHS 


(a)  Under  12  months  Male  Female 


Legitimate 

0 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

of  Total  Live  Births 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

Legitimate  Births 

13.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

Illegitimate  Births 

0 

(b)  Under  4  weeks 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

0 

1  '  ' 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

6.2 

(c )  Under  1  week 

.  ......  - 

Male 

Female 

.. -Legitimate 

— ■*”  *" . 

0 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total- Live  Births  6.2 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  Still  Births)  ..30,86 

Maternal  Deaths  (Including  Abortion) -  - T~  Nil 


Standardised  Death  Rates  for  Louth  Borough 


**  •  _ ,.  .. 

for  the  Previous  Seven  Years 

. . .  . 

. .  ' 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

_  _ Year 

'(Deaths  per  1,000  Standard 

for  England 

'■  l 

Population)  - 

and  Wales 

I960 

10..9-  . - 

11.5 

-  1961 

11.6 

.  12.0 

1962 

12.7* 

11.9— 

'  '1963 

12.3 _ t- 

12.2 

...  _  1964 

10.0 

11,3 . 

1965 

11.2—  - 

11.5 

...  1966 

10.8 

11.7 

1967 

11.4 

11.2 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1966 

Male  Female 

1967 

Male  Female 

1 .  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

- 

2 

2 

3 

3,  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

— 

5 

4.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus 

— 

2 

— 

2 

6.  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

8 

10 

7 

7.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

8.  Diabetes 

3 

1 

3 

9,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

14 

10 

12 

0.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

13 

10 

22 

12 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Cont.) 


1'966  1967 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


11.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 

12.  Other  lieart  disease  -  ■  12 

13.  Other  circulatory  disease  3 

14.  Pneumonia  3 

15»  Bronchitis  3- 

16.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  3 

17»  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

18.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

19.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

20.  Congenital  Malformations 


21 .  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 

22.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

23.  All  other  accidents 


3 

18 

7 

1 

3 

1 


1 

9 

1 

2 


3 

9 

5 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

11 

6 

4 

2 

1 

1 


2  12 

2  3 

2  4 


TOTAL 


71 


87 


158 


90 


87 


177 


Table  1.  Ages  at  Death  for  1967. 


Ages  in 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

55/65 

65/75 

i  75+ 

Total 

Deaths 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

14 

41 

105 

1 77 

Table  2.  Table  showing  ages  at  death  during  the  past  5  years  and  the 
average  for  that  period  compared  with  1967. 


Ages  in 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35/45 

45/55 

- 1 

55/65 

65/75 

■ 

75+ 

Total 

1966 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

4 

6 

15 

42 

87 

158 

1965 

;  5 

0 

T 

.  .  -  2  — 

•-  2 " 

. '"3~ 

4  - 

30 

29 

86 

162 

1964 

5 

1 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

20 

44 

63 

141 

1963 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

6 

24 

31 

102 

173 

1962 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

8 

17 

44 

93 

171 

Average 

Nos. 

3.6 

.•8 

.6 

1 .6 

.8 

3.0 

5.2 

■  21.2 

38.0 

86.2 

161.0 

1967 

2 

.1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

14 

41 

105 

177 

Table  3*  Anatomical  Sites  of  Malignant  Neoplasms. 


Site 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

2 

3 

5 

Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

- 

5 

Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  sites 

10 

7 

17 

17 

15 

32 

Table  4.  Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms. 


4  Site 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Stomach 

3 

2 

4 

4 

3 

3 

Lung ,  Bronchus 

3 

4 

2 

5 

6 

4 

Uterus 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

Breast 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

Other  sites 

17 

15 

9 

12 

13 

20 

TOTAL  ..’ . . 

32 

-4* 

C\J 

19 

24 

27 

32 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1967 • 


Disease 


Cases  Notified 


Measles  .  207 

Scarle't  Fever  .  12 

Whoopihg  Cough  .  1 


Tuberculosis  New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1967 


New  Cases' 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M  F  M  F 

1 


Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M  F  ‘  M  _F 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln. 
Samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  items  are  examined  for 
bacteriological  content  and  also  by  chemical  means.  I  would  like  to 
thank  Dr.  J.  M.  Croll  for  his  kind  assistance  on  many  occasions. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  following  Clinic  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  towards  meeting  local  needs  in  the 
preventive  and  treatment  branches  of  medicine.  ~ 

A  -  Clinics  at  the  ounty  Council’s  premises,  32  Queen  Street,  Louth 

School  Children: 


1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesday  afternoons  in  the  month. 
Immunizations  and  Medical  examinations. 


Child  Welfare 


•  -  -Child  Health  -  Clinic 
Toddlers: 

*  i  < 

. Ant  e-  natal "  Mo  there  raft 

:and  Relaxation: 
Dental: 

Chiropody: 


Child  Psychiatry 

Mental  Welfare  Officer: 
Welfare  Foods: 


■  Each  -Tuesday "2p.m.  to  5  p . m . 
Wednesday  9. a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Tuesdays  (2nd  and  4th)  9  a.m.  to 
12  noon. 

Wednesday  2.30  jp.m,. 

By  appointment 

Wednesdays  and  Fridays  10.  a.m. 
and  2  p.m.  by  appointment 
Thursday  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 
Tuesdays  4th  in  month  9  a.m.  to 

6  p.m.  .  ... ) ;  ■ 

Wednesday  9  a.m. 

Daily. 


The  clinic  is  also  used  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  and 
there  are  sessions  on  Monday  (2nd  and  4th  in  month)  at  7  p.m. 

B  -  At  the  Local  Hospitals 

County  Hospital,  Louth  -  Out  Patient  Clinics 


Mondays : 


Tuesdays : 


Wednesday: 


Thursdays: 


; Fridays : 


Orthopaedic 

9.00  a.m. 

Opthalmology 

9*30  a.m. 

General  Surgery 

10.30  a.m. 

Dermatology  * 

2.00  p.m. 

Ante  Natal 

2.30  p.m. 

Dental 

2.00  p.m. 

General  Surgery 

2.00  p.m. 

Psychiatry 

9.30  a.m. 

School  Eye  Clinic 

10.00  a.m. 

Opthalmology 

10. 00 -a.m. 

General  Medicine 

9.00  a.m. 

Chest  Diseases 

9.00  a.m. 

Orthopaedic 

1.30  p.m. 

Paediatric 

9.00  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Ante  Natal 

2 . 00  p . m . 

School  Eye  Clinic 

2.00  p.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  throat 

9.30  a.m. 

Radiotherapy 

11.00  a.m. 

Gynaecology 

2.00  p.m. 

Orthodontic 

10.00  a.m. 

Orthopaedic 

9.00  a.m. 

General  Medicine 

10.00  a,m. 

General  Medicine 

2.00  p.m. 

Diabetics 

2.00  p.m. 

General  Surgery 

2.30  p.m. 

Radiology 

Pathology 

The  Louth  Health  Clinic 


to  10.30  a.m. 


(alternate  Tuesdays) 

(1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays) 

(2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays) 
(except  first  Wednesday  in 

month) 

(except  first  in  month) 
(1st  in  month  only) 
weekly . 

(1st  in  month  only) 


(alternate  Thursdays) 
(Queen  St.  Clinic,  Louth) 

(except  1st  in  month) 

(1st  in  month) 


t  •  Th^  Clinic  is  the  local  headquarters  for  the  services  run  by  the 
lndsey  County  Council.  These  include- a -C-linic  for' babies  and  toddlers 
where  the  mother  is  advised  about  care  of  the  child  and  where  its 
subsequent  development  can  be  kept  under  review  up  to  the  age  of  five 


p  .  Immunization  is  offered  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus 

oliomyelitis  and  Smallpox.  Measles  vaccination  is  being  carried  out  on 
selected  age  groups. 


At  the  moment  we  are  without  a  Speech  Therapist. 

A  child  guidance  service  is  provided  at  the  Clinic.  Children  who 
are  experiencing  emotional  difficulties  at  school  or  at  pre  school  age 
are  seen  with  their  parents  and  an  effort  is  made  to  modify  the  influences 
which  are ‘affecting  them  adversely.  This  requires  close  co-operation 
between  the  child  Psychiatrist,  the  Psychiatric  social  worker  and  the 
Educational  Psychologist. 

The  Chiropody  service  is  filling  a  long  felt  need.  This  is  shown 
by  the  increasing  demand  that  there  is  for  this  service.  Foot  defects 
become  more  marked  in  the  elderly  and  self  help  is  more  difficult. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  plays  an  important  part  in  helping  those 
persons  who  have  been  under  treatment  for  Psychiatric  Disorders  and  who 
by  friendly  visiting  and  assistance  with  obtaining  employment  can  be 
helped  to  resume  their  normal  activities. 

The  Clinic  also  forms  the  headquarters  for  the  area  for  its  District 
Nurses  and  Midwives  who  are  available  to  assist  the  Family  Doctors  under 
the  direction  of  the  Area  Nursing  Officer. 

The  Clinic  also  provides  a  Dental  Service  for  school  children  and 
expectant  mothers  in  the  area.  For  those  children  who  have  abnormal  jaw 
and  tooth  formations,  treatment -is  provided  by  visiting  orthodontists. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  mains  water  supply  is  supplied  by  the  East  Lincolnshire  Water 
Board  ,and  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  There  is  no  trouble  from 
plumbo-solvency.  The  natural  fluride  content  is  low  (Fluoride  as  Fluorine 
0.08  parts  per  million). 

! 

J  .  r 

One  hundred  and  eleven  samples  were  taken  frdm  the  mains  supply  taps 
and  all. were  satis factory.  Twelve  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies, 
five  of  these  were  unsatisfactory.  The  five  unsatisfactory  ones  were  all 
from  the  same  source  and  this  supply  is  being  converted  to  the  mains. 

There  are  4,163  houses  supplied  from  the  public  mains  in  the  house, 
and  twenty  six  on  mains  supply  with  a  stand  pipe  outside  the  house.  There 
are  four  houses  with  water  supplies  from  private  sources. 

The  sewage  disposal  facilities  are  good.  The  sewage  works 
extensions  are  now  coming  into  use  producing  a  good  standard  of  effluent. 
There  are  only  twelve  houses  remaining  with  pail  closets. 

' *  *  ......  ■*'  H 

Four  areas  for  Slum  Clearance  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  the 
ratification  of  the  Clearance  Orders  is  awaited. 

PROPHYLACTIC  MEASURES  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Immunizations  carried  out  in  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  in  schools  and 
by  family  Doctors  on  residents  in  the  Borough  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables. 


The  numbers  immunized  against  Diptheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and 
Poliomyelitis  in  the  first  two  years,  of  Life. -are  rather  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year,  though  this  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fewer  number  of 
births  during  the  year.  -  .  >  •  --- 

It  is  essential  that  the  numbers  of  these  immunizations  be  kept.  at  a 

•  *•  V  -  -• .  -  •  « .  •  Kw-  -  .  -  .  •  J 

high  level  to  maintain  our  freedom  from  these  diseases.  Smallpox 
vaccinations  remains  at  approximately  the  sanie-.levejl* 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Cormac  for  supplying  the  figures 
relating  to  immunization. 


Particulars  of  Vaccination  and  Immunizations  carried  out  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1967. 


Diphtheria 

Under 

Immunizations 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

Initials 

- 

- 

■  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Boosters 

- 

- 

- 

:  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  and 

Whooping  Cough 

Immunizations 


Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

- 

-  ' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus 

and  Whooping  Cough 

Immunizations 

Initials 

Boosters 


Under 

1 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

64 

67 

10 

-  ■ 

1 

4 

- 

146 

- 

29 

85 

13 

14 

44 

- 

185 

Diphtheria  and 

Tetanus 

Immunizations 

Initials 

Boosters 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

■ 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

7 

1 

18 

94 

5 

125 

Whooping  Cough 

Immunizations 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 
and  Tetanus 
Immunizations 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

•  3 

s  4 

5-9 

10-16 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  . 

- 

- 

Smallpox 


Vaccination 

Re-Vaccination 


Under 

1 

1-4 

5-15 

Total 

- 

89 

10 

99 

1 

6 

7 

Tetanus 

Immunizations 


Initial  Courses 


Under 

1 

1-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

- 

- 

7 

19 

26 

- 

6 

18 

24 

Boosters 


POLIOMELITIS  VACCINATION 


Sa 

lk  Vaccine 

Oral  Vaccine 

Year  of 

Two 

Third 

Fourth 

Initial 

Oral  Booster 

Booster  Dose 

Birth 

injec- 

injec- 

injec- 

Course  of 

After  two 

of  Oral 

tions 

tions 

tion 

Three  Doses 

Salk 

Injections 

Vaccine 

1967 

- 

- 

- 

33 

- 

- 

1966 

- 

- 

- 

81 

- 

5 

1965 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

34 

1964 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

1963 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

24 

1962 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

84 

1961 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

i960 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1959 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1958 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1957 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1936 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1955 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1954 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1953 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1952 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

- 

- 

127 

- 

206 

I 
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j 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  report  for  the  year  1967  on  public  health  inspection  and  those 
sanitary  services  for  which  I  am  responsible,  is  set  out  in  the  following 
pages.  Although  comment  on  particular  sections  of  the  work  appears  in  the 
body  of  the  report,  it  seems  appropriate  at  this  point  to  discuss  some  of 
the  changes  which  are  taking  place. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  section  on  Food  Control,  less  carcase  meat 
is  being  produced  in  the  Borough  and  less  time  is  spent  on  meat  inspection 
due  to  the  virtual  disappearance  of  the  wholesale  trade  which  was  a  feature 
of  the  local  meat  trade  nine  or  ten  years  ago.  One  can  see  the  time, 
perhaps  not  so  very  far  off,  when  meat  production  will  be  confined  to  two 
or  three  private  slaughterhouses  serving  local  family  businesses  only. 

While  this  in  no  way  will  reduce  the  need  for  the  inspection  of  all  the 
meat  produced,  the  time  spent  on  this  service  will  be  much  less  than  was  the 
case  in  the  past. 

In  the  field  of  housing,  the  effects  of  the  Council’s  present  buildin: 
programme  are  becoming  apparent  in  that  the  general  demand  for  houses  is 
beginning  to  be  met.  There  is  of  course  still  a  need  for  special  housing 
for  the  elderly  but  the  completion  of  the  James  Street  welfare  block  will 
go  far  towards  meeting  this  need. 

The  four  small  clearance  areas  which  were  reported  upon  during  the 
year  are  perhaps  the  last  groups  of  unfit  houses  which  can  be  dealt  with 
easily  under  this  procedure.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  unfit  by 
present  standards,  and  no  doubt  more  houses  potentially  unfit  by  standards 
likely  to  be  adopted  in  the  future,  but  these  are  often  in  close  proximity 
to  houses  which  are  fit  or  can  be  improved  up  to  a  modern  standard.  The 
improvement  of  the  conditions  in  such  areas  could  best  be  carried  out  in 
the  future  by  the  use  of  the  new  improvement  procedures  outlined  in  the 
recent  Government  White  Paper  entitled  "Old  Houses  into  New  Homes". 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  also  is  a  service  which  is 
changing  at  the  present  time.  House  refuse  is  increasing  in  volume  and 
decreasing  in  weight  and  is  changing  in  content.  This  has  become 
particularly  noticeable  during  the  last  year  with  the  building  of  a 
comparatively  large  number  of  houses  heated  by  gas,  oil  or  electricity. 
Again  this  is  likely  to  continue  particularly  with  the  use  of  natural  gas. 
These  changes  affect  the  type  of  equipment  required;  large  capacity 
collecting  vehicles  with  compression  devices,  and  mechanical  pulverising, 
composting  or  incineration  plant  for  final  disposal.  The  capital  cost  of 
providing  mechanical  disposal  plant  is  so  great  that  it  would  be  more  than 
could  be  borne  by  the  Borough  alone.  The  grouping  of  a  number  of 
authorities  for  this  purpose  would  be  essential. 

To  summarise,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  future  more  attention  will 
be  given  to  the  improvement  of  the  physical  environment  and  less  to  the 
technical  aspects  of  the  fitness  of  meat  and  the  hygiene  of  meat  production 

The  survey  and  examination  of  houses  to  determine  fitness  and 
suitability  for  improvement  in  collaboration  with  other  Officers  of  the 
Council,  will  be  very  time-consuming  but  this  is  a  necessary  part  of  the 
schemes  of  systematic  house  improvement  which  are  envisaged  for  the  future. 
This  work  and  the  development  of  a  more  efficient  and  extensive  system 
of  refuse  collection  are  likely  to  be  the  main  activities  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  during  the  next  few  years. 


J.  BROCKLEBANK 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


Report  of  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

for  the  year  1967 


1.  WATER  SAMPLING 

Bacteriological  Examination  -  Public  Supply 

Samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  are  taken  each  week 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  for  examin¬ 
ation.  The  results  of  the  examinations  appear  elsewhere  in  the 

report . 

Chemical  Analysis  -  Public  Supply 

One  sample  of  raw  water  from  the  Raithby  Pumping  Station 
of  the  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  was  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  during  the  year;  the  results  of  the  examination  are  as 
follows: - 


Total  Solids  dried  l80°C  286.00 

Suspended  Matter  —  -  -  ■  Absent 

Chlorides  as  Chlorine  24.60 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  0.21 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.144 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  .  . . —  - .  0;024 

Carbonate  Hardness  175*00 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  73.00 

Excess  Alkalinity  as  Sodium  Carbonate 
Oxygen  absorbed  from 

n/80  KMn04  in  4  hrs.  @  27°C  0.08 

pH  Value  7.2 

Odour  and  Taste  Normal 

Colour  -  Hazen  Units  _  .  .  Less  than  5 

Heavy  Metals  Absent 

Free  Chlorine  Absent 

Fluorides  as  Fluorine  0.08 


Swimming  Baths 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  -  37 
Number  of  samples  declared  satisfactory  . .  37 

In  addition  to  regular  sampling  during  the  season  the 
swimming  bath  is  visited  regularly  to  check  the  adequacy  of  the 
chlorination  process. 

2.  FOOD  CONTROL  ... 

Inspection  of  P-remises  -  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

One  hundred  and  fifty  six  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  the  major  food  premises  during  the  year.  These  visits  revealed 
eighteen  contraventions  which  were  dealt  with  informally. 

Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

Vans  and  Delivery  Vehicles 

After  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  regulations  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  65  food  vehicles  were  inspected.  Of  these  17 
were  used  in  such  a  way  that  hand  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of 
employees  were  required,  21  were  used  for  retail  delivery  of  wrapped 
food  stuffs  and  27  were  used  for  the  transporting  of  food  between 
warehouses  and  similar  places  and  retail  shops. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  hand  washing  facilities  had  been  provided 
in  16  of  the  17  vans  which  required  them  and  arrangements  had  been 
made  to  replace  the  remaining  van. 


Market  Stalls 

Most  of  the  food  stalls  in  the  Market  Hall  and  in  the  open 
Cornmarket  are  used  for  the  sale  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Of  the 
others,  two  are  wet  fish  stalls  and  shell  fish  'is  sold  from  the 
third.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  two  W.C.'s  with  wash-hand 
basins  and  supplies  of  hot  and  cold  water  were  provided  in  the 
Market  Hall  for  the  use  of  stall  holders.  Advice  was  also  given 
to  stall  holders  about  the  protection  of  food  from  contamination. 

During  the  year  the  demand  for  stalls  in  the  Cornmarket  has 
increased  both  on  the  normal  market  day  and  on  Saturdays.  The 
resulting  congestion  and  the  trade  custom  under  which  stall  holders 
insist  upon  retaining  a  particular  site,  make  it  impracticable  to 
regroup  the  food  stalls  to  the  best  hygienic  advantage.  If  more 
stall  space  were  provided  perhaps  by  the  use  of  the  main  Market 
Place  for  this  purpose,  then  the  food  stalls  could  be  resited  to 
everyone's  benefit.  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  pursued  by 
the  Public  Health  and  Estate  Committee. 

Washing  Facilities  in  Food  Premises 

As  requested  in  paragraph  8(c)  of  Circular  1/68  the  following 
information  relating  to  washing  facilities  in  food  premises  is  given. 

A.  Premises  Licenced  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream.  In  most  cases 

the  sale  of  ice  cream  is  subsidiary  to  the  main  business  such 
as ’confectioner ,  general  grocer,  sweets  and  tobacco  etc. 


Number  of  premises  . . . . . .  50 

Number  of  premises  fitted  with  wash  hand  basins  hot 

and  cold  water  etc  (Regulation  16)  . . . 50 

Number  of  premises  from  which  open  food  is  sold  where 
sinks  for  washing  food  or  equipment  are  required 

(Regulation  19)  . - .  56 

Number  of  such  premises  fitted  with  sinks  .  36 


B.  Bakehouses .  These  include  bakehouses  with  bakers  and 

confectioners  shops  attached. 


Number  of  premises  . . .  5 

Number  of  premises  fitted  with  wash  hand  basins,  hot 

and  cold  water  etc  (Regulation  16)  . . . . .  5 

Number  of  premises  from  which  open  food  is  sold  where 
sinks  for  washing  food  or  equipment  are  required 

(Regulation  19)  . . .  5 

Number  of  such  premises  fitted  with  sinks  .  5 

C .  Meat  Products  Manufacturers 

Number  of  premises  . . . . . . .  9 

Number  of  premises  fitted  with  wash ' hand  basins ,  hot 

and  cold  water  etc  (Regulation  16)  . .  9 

Number  of  premises  from  which  open  food  is  sold  where 
sinks  for  washing  food  or  equipment  are  required 

(Regulation  19)  . .  5 

Number  of  such  premises  fitted  with  sinks  .  9 


D.  Catering  Establishments.  These,  include .fish  friers '  premises 
which  have  dining  rooms  attached. 


Number  of  premises  . . . . . .  23 

Number  of  premises  fitted  with  wash  hand  basins,  hot 

and  cold  water  etc  (Regulation  16)  . .  23 

Number  of  premises  from  which  open  food  is  sold  where 
sinks  for  washing  food  or  equipment  are  required 

(Regulation  19)  . • . . .  23 

Number  of  such  premises  fitted  with  sinks  .  23 


E*  Other  Food  Promises.  These  include  butchers',  wet  fish 

poultryCshops^10nerS '  gr°CCrS’  general  «"*«■«  «* 

Number  of  premises  .  ^  r 

Number  of  premises  fitted  with ‘ wash 'hand ’basins! 'hoi ' ‘ ' '  5 

and  cold  water  etc  (Regulation  16)  . .  .  o ,  Kc- 

Number  of  premises  from  which  open  food  is  sold'where 

(Regulatio^lQ)115  f°°d  ^  equipment  are  required 
Number  of  such  premises  fitted  with  sinks ’  .*  ’ !  .*  ]  * *  *  ‘  * 

Poultry  Hygiene  and  Inspection 

.  N°  change  has  occurred  in  the  pattern  of  poultry  production 
during  the  year.  Four  small  family  businesses  still  operate  using- 
simple  premises  and  equipment  and  employing  only  a  few  people. 

.  .  visits  WGre  made  to  the  premises  during  the  year  The 

estimated  annual  production  is  approximately  30,000. 

Meat  Inspection  -  Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected 


Cattle 
excluding 
cows  . 


Number  killed  (if  Known) 


Number  inspected 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  nart  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuoerculosis  and  cysticerci 


2135 


2135 


Cows  j  Calves 


191 


191 


18 

229 

11.57# 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 


Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


39 

39 

4o.84?<; 


61 


Sheep 

Sc 

Lambs 


61 


17- 

6 

37.70^ 


5409 


5409 


Pigs 


6760 


6760 


58 


125 


3.94^ 


33 

751 

11.609; 


2 

2 


5 

119 

1o83?c 


There  has  been  a  reduction  of  about  2.CP/0  in  the  number  of 
carcases  inspected  in  the  year  under  consideration  compared  with 
1966.  Small  reductions  have  occurred  during  the  last  two  or 
three  years  but  this  year  there  has  been  a  significant  fall  in 
the  throughput  of  the  slaughterhouses. 

The  wholesale  trade  with  London  and  some  Midland  towns, 
which  was  a  feature  of  the  local  meat  business  has  now  ceased, 
and  there  has  also  been  some  reduction  in  the  local  wholesale 
business . 

The  main  cause  of  this  reduction  is  the  building  of  large 
modern  abattoirs  near  the  bigger  centres  of  population,  in  which 
large  scale  wholesale  slaughtering  is  carried  out. 

This  has  made  redundant  some  of  the  smaller  slaughterhouses 
which  ’’filled  the  gap"  during  the  period  immediately  after  the 
de-control  of  the  meat  industry  in  1954.  The  trend  is  likely  to 
continue  and  may  lead  to  the  closing  of  some  of  the  local  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  future. 

3.  HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses 

1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  ..for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . .  60 

2.  Number  of  inspections  made,  for  the  purpose  .........  315 

Remedy  of  Defects 

1 


1 .  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  . .  9 

Slum  Clearance  -  Procedure  under  the  Housing  Acts 

1.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 


Demolition  orders  . .  12 

2.  Number  of  houses  subject  to  Closing  Orders'  .........  8 

3.  Number  of  houses  made  fit  by  undertakings  ..........  2 

4.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Clearance  Orders  . . . . .  29 

5*  Houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners  .  1 

Improvement  Grants 


1.  Standard  Grant  (a)  Applications  received  ....  15 

(b)  Houses  subject  to  grant  ..  15 

2.  Discretionary  Grant  (a)  Applications  received  ....  8 

(b)  Houses  subject  to  grant  ..  8 

New  House  Building  and  Rehousing 

64  new  Council  houses  were  completed  on  the  North  Holme  Road 
Estate  during  the  year. 

This  enabled  transfers  of  tenancies  to  take  place  which  made 
available  suitable  accommodation  for  the  occupiers  of  the  remaining 
seven  houses  which  at  the  end  of  1966  were  the  subject  of  clearance 
orders  or  demolition  orders. 

On  vacation  of  these  houses  it  at  last  became  possible  to 
demolish  4l  unfit  houses  some  of  which  had  been  empty  for  two  or 
three  years. 


Clearance  Areas 


Detailed  inspections  of  33  houses  were  carried  out  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  which  resulted  in  official  representations 
being  made  in  respect  of  four  clearance  areas.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  administrative  procedure  will  not  be  too  prolonged.  When 
this  ha's  happened  in  the  past  it  has  created  difficulties  with  the 
rehousing  of  tenants  and  in  other  cases,  the  structural  condition 
of  some  houses  has  deteriorated  to  the  point  of  danger  before 
demolition  could  be  carried  out. 


4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION,  NUISANCE^,  RODENT  CONTROL 

i 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

•  l  ! 

The  completion  of  124  new  houses  during  the  year,  many  of 
which  had  no  means  of  burning  any  rubbish  due  to  the  type  of 
heating  system  installed,  caused  a  noticable  increase  in  the 
volume  of  refuse  to  be  collected  each  week. 

As  one  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  obsolete  and  due  for 
replacement,  an  order  was  placed  for  the  supply  of  a  33  cubic 
yard  compression  type  yehicle  which  is  due  to  be  delivered  in 
the  early  part  of  1968.  The  greater  capacity  of  this  new  vehicle 
will  increase  the  efficiency  of  collection. 

.  . —  f  ~ 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  introduction  of  a  paper  sack 
system  of  refuse  storage,  and  a  pilot  scheme  covering  approximately 
600  houses  was  planned.  Unfortunately,  financial  restrictions  at 
the  end  of  the  year  caused  the  scheme  to  be  postponed  until  the 
financial  year  commencing  on  1st  April,  1969. 

While  some  members  of  the  Council  may  at  present  have  doubts 
about  the  system,  mainly  on  the  grounds  .of  cost,  I  consider  that 
it  is  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  refuse  storage  for  the  future 
and  that  its  hygienic  advantages  finally  outweigh  other  considerations. 

Nuisances 

The  details  of  nuisances  dealt  with  informally  during  the  year 
are  shown  in  the  table  below. 


Refuse  . .  8 

Foul  ditches,  ponds,  etc .  3 

Drainage  . 28 

Poultry  and  animals  . 2 

Miscellaneous  . 3 


.  44 

Rodent  Control 

62  infested  dwellinghouses  and  46  other  premises  were  treated 
by  the  part  time  rodent  operative  during  the  year.  Regular  routine 
inspections  of  known  areas  of  infestation  were  also  carried  out.  A 
start  was  made  with  the  establishment  of  permanent  baiting  points  in 
these  areas,  in  order  to  acheive  more  effective  control. 


6.  FACTORIES  ACT 


i  •  .  .  •*  . 

Number 

Number  of 

i 

 ,  

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities . 

6 

10 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7- is  - 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

84  ~  ~ 

-  29 

.  6 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises ) . 

2 

6 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

92 

45 

6. 

- - -  -  - - -» 

i _ _ J 

Particulars 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

6 

6 

- 

6 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

*  . 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act  (not 

r  *j 

including  offences 

_ 

- 

relating  to  outwork) 

'  '  •' 

TOTAL 

6 

6 

_ 

- 

6 

- 

6.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

Registration 

230  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Inspections 

The  initial  inspection  of  all  registered  premises  was 
completed  during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  eight  premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection.  Follow  up  visits  were  also  made  to  premises 
to  check  the  progress  of  work  required  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
Act.  For  all  purposes  a  total  of  270  visits  were  made. 

Remedying  of  Contraventions 

Details  of  the  contraventions  which  have  been  remedied  informally 
are  given  below.  There  are  a  number  of  contraventions  not  yet  remedied 
but  these  will  be  dealt  with  during  the  coming  year. 

While  most  of  the  work  required  to  remedy  contraventions  of  the 
Act  is  simple  in  character  such  as  the  installation  of  gas  or 
electrical  appliances,  months  elapse  sometimes  before  the  work  is 
completed,  due  apparently  to  the  reluctance  of  some  local  tradesmen 
to  carry  out  this  sort  of  work  expeditiously.  One  hopes  that  the 
importance  of  these  recuirements  will  be  more  generally  realised  and 
that  the  work  will  be  done  more  quickly  ii  the  future. 

Contraventions  Remedied 


One  hundred  and  twenty  eight  contraventions  have  been  remedied 
by  informal  action  during  the  year.  The  details  are  given  below. 

(a)  Inadequate  hand  rails  and  guard  rails  to  stairs  ......  21 

(b)  No  hot  water  supply  to  wash  hand  basins  . 23 

(c)  No  First  Aid  Box  . . 11 

( d )  No  wash  hand  basin . . . 5 

(e)  No  artificial  lighting  in  W.C.  compartments  . .  12 

(f)  Unsatisfactory  ventilation  of  sanitary  accommodation  .  6 

(g) (.  Inadequate  ventilation  . . .  *+ 

(h)  Inadequate  general  lighting  . . .  3 

(j)  Defective  floors  and  staircases  . . . .  ^ 

(k)  Form  O.S.R.9b  not  displayed  . .  18 

(l)  Inadequate  means  of  heating  . . .  1 

(m)  Miscellaneous  . . . . . .  10 


